
August 20, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Court Room with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  All commissioners were in attendance.    
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of Kelly 
Kappes, Custodian, with information regarding the surge protection and Loss Prevention Report discussed at an earlier 
meeting.  A/T Hanson also wanted to address negative cash balances for the Solid Waste Fund and Road & Bridge Fund.  
A/T Hanson also asked to set the date for the General Election Canvassing Board.  Commissioner Redland made a motion 
to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the August 4th meeting.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall brought forward the Affidavit of Lost Check for warrant 505487 dated 11/22/2019 in the amount of $56.56 
issued to Keith Berndt.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost 
Warrant, waive the bond and reissue the check to Keith Berndt.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Chairman Hall addressed correspondence received from MCIT indicating the 2020 Dividend Notice for Norman County 
would be $35,642, allocating $31,061 to Worker’s Compensation and $4,581 to Property/Casualty.   
 
A/T Hanson brought forward setting the date for the General Election Canvassing Board, requesting Thursday, November 
12th if possible, indicating the two commissioners that would need to serve would be Commissioners Hall and Redland as 
they were not on the ballot.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to set the canvassing board 
on November 12, 2020 at 10:30 a.m.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward the need to make journal entry transfers at the end of 2019 and then again reversing 
those transfers at the beginning of 2020 so we would not show negative balances in the Solid Waste Fund and Road & 
Bridge Fund at year end.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to allow DTF/DFF journal 
entries in the amount of $25,516 for Solid Waste Fund and $176,269 for Road & Bridge Fund to clear up negative 
balances for 2019.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
At 9:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board with the latest COVID-19 update.  Sarah noted that 
Norman County has 43 positive cases with 3 being active at this point.  She also noted that a lot of time is being spent 
with the schools on their reopening plans; stating that there are busing/transportation issues.  Director Kjono also noted 
that regional support teams have been formed based on service co-op areas to help the State, MDH and schools with 
communication efforts.   
  
Sarah also shared that new Long-Term Care guidance has been released, allowing indoor visits with proper PPE and 
restrictions, etc.  Ms. Kjono also touched on the CARES Act Funding meeting held on August 19th.   
 
At 10:15 a.m. Kristy Rott, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, addressed the board with concerns of the wellness program.  
Kristy explained that some years prior the county had received a SHIP grant to use for wellness and only a portion had 
been used.  She was requesting that the remainder of those grant dollars be used at this time for wellness as the county 
board did not set aside specific funding for wellness.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to allow the wellness 
committee to use the remaining balance of the SHIP Grant funds, specifically $2,053.65 for wellness.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall called for a short break to reconvene the meeting at 10:30 a.m.  
 
At 10:30 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Engineer, presented his agenda to the board.  The first item on his agenda was the 



M & K Construction final contract voucher.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve final payment.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion approved.   
 
The next item brought forward was a gravel agreement between M.M.Moe, LLC and Norman County for the purchase of 
gravel at $1.50 per cubic yard for the years 2020-2022.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 3- 
year gravel agreement with M.M.Moe, LLC at $1.50 per cubic yd.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
The next item brought forward was an application for maintenance work on County Ditch 22 signed by three landowners 
requesting cattail and brush removal.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the cattail and brush removal 
in Ditch 22.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on the Engineer’s agenda was an Application for maintenance work on Judicial 54 and County Ditch 28 that 
had been signed by five landowners requesting spraying of trees, brush and cattails all the way from the Black Cow to the 
Good Hope line.  They also would like to see this done every 2 to 3 years.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 
approve the spraying for trees and brush.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item of discussion was an application for maintenance work on County Ditch 8 on the east side of the county 
signed by three landowners requesting cleaning of County Ditch 8 and leveling of the spoil.  They also requested the 
county start a 3-year rotation of helicopter spraying for cattails in Ditch 8 as well as Ditch 9.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the cleaning and leveling of the spoil.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
Engineer Berndt then brought discussion before the board regarding a request from a landowner seeking permission to 
be allowed to spray the highway ditch adjacent to his property, saying the spraying would be done at the landowner’s 
expense.  Keith asked for the board’s opinion on whether they wanted to look into creating a policy allowing this, 
considerable discussion ensued, but no decision was made to move forward with creating a policy.   
 
The next item of discussion was the proposed 2021 Road & Bridge budget and several questions were asked regarding 
proposed equipment purchases.  Discussion was also brought forward by Engineer Berndt on whether or not to proceed 
with the Highway Dept building project.  After much discussion, no decision was made at this time to move forward.   
 
At 11:12 a.m. Solveig Kitchell representing the Norman County Historical Society addressed the board with regard to 
activities and work that has been done over the past year with support received from members, and funds received from 
the county as an appropriation in the amount of $12,650 in 2020.  Ms. Kitchell highlighted several accomplishments in 
2019 and 2020 and invited the board members to a chinking party to be held on Sunday, August 23rd at Pioneer Village.  
In closing, Ms. Kitchell requested a $15,000 donation for the NCHS for 2021 so that they might continue preserving 
history within the county.   
 
At 11:20 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board stating that Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, had 
resigned from her elected position effective September 25, 2020.  James stated that the Staffing Committee had met and 
discussed options and at this time proposed making the County Recorder’s position an appointed position rather than an 
elected position.  Attorney Brue presented a Resolution to Change the Norman County Recorder from an Elected to an 
Appointed Position, noting the proposed resolution would need to be published for two weeks and then discussion could 
be held at the September 8th board meeting, and the resolution could be adopted at that time if Commissioners felt they 
still wanted to go this route.  The consensus of the board at this time was to publish the resolution and see what kind of 
public response there would be at the September 8th meeting.   
 
The County Attorney proposed 2021 budget was also discussed.   
 
At 11:32 a.m. Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, addressed the board with regard to the proposed budgets 
for his departments of Solid Waste, Planning & Zoning and Emergency Management.  There was some discussion on how 
to increase revenues for the Solid Waste program, with Mr. Johanson recommending an increase in the special 
assessment that is collected through property taxes.   
 



Mr. Johanson also addressed the board regarding declaring a state of emergency following the August 14th summer storm 
flooding event.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR-08-20-2020-1 A Resolution to Declare a State of 
Emergency for Flood Event.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 
nays and the resolution was unanimously adopted.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
At 12:00 p.m. John Rosenberger addressed the board with regard to the County Veterans Service Office Operational 
Enhancement Grant Program through the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA).  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to adopt CR-08-20-2020-2 A Resolution to Apply for the County Veterans Service Office Operation 
Enhancement Grant Program through the MDVA.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote 
the resolution was adopted unanimously with 5 yeas and 0 nays.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
At 12:10 p.m. Kelly Kappes, Custodian, addressed the board regarding the Loss Prevention Report and the surge 
protection device he had received a bid on and presented earlier.  He brought additional information back to the board at 
this time.  After some discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve installation at the $6800 bid that 
had been provided in early July.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 12:15 p.m. A/T Hanson addressed the board with a resolution to establish an absentee ballot, mail ballot and UOCAVA 
board for the upcoming General Election.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR-08-20-2020-3 A 
Resolution Establishing an Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA Board for the General Election.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously with 5 yeas and 0 nays.  A 
copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.  A/T Hanson also gave the board a quick wrap-up on the primary 
election.   
 
At 12:18 p.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting for lunch to reconvene at 1:00 p.m. to address the budget meetings 
per the schedule of David Stene, CFO.   
 
At 1:10 p.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order and addressed the next item of business which was to pay 
the bills.  Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 65,015.33   Road & Bridge - $ 75,031.37  Building - $ 611.83 
 
County EDA - $ 1,700.00   Public Health - $ 2,866.58   Solid Waste - $ 17,989.08 
 
County Ditch - $ 4,137.23   County Homes $3,492.88   Taxes & Penalties - $25,270.71 
 
TOTAL - $ 196,115.01 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.     
 
Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, along with Virginia Olson, Deputy, addressed the budget for the Recorder’s Office with 
no major changes.  Kari also brought the County Recorder’s/Registrar of Deeds 2019 Compliance Report before the board 
for approval.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 2019 Compliance Report.  Commissioner 
Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The remainder of the afternoon was spent reviewing proposed budgets for the Auditor’s Office, Elections and County 
Homes, the Assessor’s Office, Veterans Service Officer, Public Health, Sheriff’s Department, Crime Victim Advocate, 
Economic Development Authority, Building Maintenance, Human Resources, Finance and General Government, Building, 
Commissioners, and Extension Office.   
 
Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting at 4:17 p.m. having completed the Budget Meeting Schedule provided by David 
Stene.   
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


